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The Passing of the Handloom Weaver 

Memories of Bygone Days in Ayrshire 

The following article appeared in the Ayrshire Post of Friday, 14th 
July 1916, shortly after the death of Robert Brown, Boyd Street, Prestwick, 
who was at that time regarded as being the oldest working hand-loom 
weaver in Scotland.  There is a brief note about Brown in the AANHS’s 
Historic Prestwick (Ayr, 2003) p.18.  I think the town referred to in this 
article is Beith. 

On reading the notice in last week’s Ayrshire Post about the death of Robert Brown, 
the well-known Prestwick handloom weaver, it struck me that I might jot down a few notes 
regarding an occupation about which the present generation knows very little.  I was only 
eleven years of age when I was put to the “lim”, where I worked for three and a half years.  
While, of course, I couldn’t possibly gain anything like a thorough knowledge of the 
intricacies of the trade in that period, I learnt as much as made the occupation interesting to 
me, and what little I gleaned I have here recorded. 

Fifty years ago handloom weaving was the calling followed by thousands of 
Ayrshire people of both sexes.  In the North Ayrshire town I am writing about there would 
at that time be seven or eight hundred weavers.  These were not weavers in factories or 
mills, but each and all working away “on their own” at “wabs” they had got from weaving 
agents in the town or in Paisley and Glasgow.  The weaver owned his own “limstead” and 
all its appurtenances, and there were sometimes six “limsteads” in the “weaving shop”, the 
rent of which was paid to a factor or landlord.  In the town in question it was almost all 
harness weaving that was done, there being very little heddle weaving.  Harness weaving 
produced many kinds of cloth with the patterns woven in colours, such as what were called 
Paisley shawls, without which no bride of those days could be considered to have a 
complete trousseau.  The grandmothers of the present generation will most of them have 
vivid memories of these shawls, and beautiful bits of cloth they were.  Another cloth that 
was extensively woven was called “Zebra”, and was for export trade.  This was not such fine 
work as the Paisley shawls.  Harness work was much more intricate than heddle work.  The 
harness weavers received their warp, or yarn, in large coils and took it to the beaming house, 
where the beamer, assisted by the weaver and two or three others, wound the warp on a big 
drum, after which the beamer separated the strands and placed them in order along a large 
wooden reed, like a huge comb; then these strands were tightened by weights and wound on 
the weaver’s beam, after which the latter was carried up the town to the weaving-shop 
wherever it was situated, and placed in position at the back of the loom.  If this was the same 
kind of a cloth that he was going to weave as he had been previously working at, the new 
warp was called a “twist”, and the weaver, or someone engaged by him who could do it 
better, proceeded to twist the ends of the new warp to the corresponding ends of the old 
warp which remained in the mails (small metal discs with holes through which the threads 
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ran) attached to the harness.  After that was done the weaver proceeded to tighten up the 
web and go ahead with the weaving, working till the Saturday, when he cut out the cloth, 
took it to the agent, and received his wages, generally at so much per shawl or per ell (45 
inches). 

If the weaver could not get from the agent a web of the same kind as that he had 
been working upon, but had to take one of a different kind, that was what constituted a “tie”, 
which meant the loss of about a week’s work and some expense besides.  The harness, each 
thread of which carried a strand of yarn, had all to be cut down from the tails of twine 
attached to the machine, the principal parts of which were the needles and the four-sided 
cylinder, the latter being perforated with holes.  The harness then had to be properly re-set in 
what was called the holey-brod, and when ready was, of course, too short to be tied up to the 
tails again, so what was called a “beating” took place.  The weaver went round a certain 
number of shops and announced that there was to be a “beating” at his loom at half-past two 
o’clock, which was generally the hour fixed.  The weavers thus notified turned up sharp and 
surrounded the holey-brod.  Each man got a bunch of harness ends and another bunch of 
short threads of harness twine, about six or seven inches long, which latter they stuck in the 
breast of their waistcoats.  They held the bunch of harness in the left hand, picked out one 
end of it with the right hand finger and thumb, then picked out one short thread from the 
bunch in their waistcoat, and proceeded to tie it to the harness end, so that when all were tied 
they would be long enough to enable the weaver to get them gathered up and attached to the 
proper tails in the machine.  A “tie” (a new kind of web) was a costly business to the 
weaver, for he had himself to bear all the expense of the alterations necessary.  Some 
weavers could negotiate a “tie” themselves, with a little assistance (generally from members 
of their own families) but the majority couldn’t, so these latter had to engage one of the few 
men in the town who laid themselves out to undertake such work.  The “tie” took almost a 
week, during which the weaver earned no wages, but instead laid out money. 

The “tie” being completed at last, the weaver then got a new set of cards, which 
latter played a very important part in making the pattern on the cloth.  These cards were, I 
should say, about 15 to 18 inches long and about 3½ or 4 inches broad, pierced with many 
small round holes.  The cards were the same size as the perforated cylinder in the machine, 
and fitted on to the machine by two peg holes - one at each end.  They were all strung 
together, edge to edge, and lay in a box at the side of the loom.  Treadles underneath the 
loom, worked by the weaver’s feet, set the machine in motion, the needles operating where 
there were holes in the cards, so that the holes regulated what parts of the yarn were lifted by 
the tread to allow the weft or “shot” to get through from end to end of the web.  The threads 
of yarn went through the mails of the harness already referred to and then through the 
“reed.”  This reed consisted of a frame the breadth of the web, about 4 inches deep with thin 
metal upright slips.  There were so many of these slips to the inch according to the fineness 
of the cloth.  This reed was inserted in the “lay” or “lathe”, which had moveable boxes at 
both ends to accommodate the “shuttles”, on which latter were the “pirns” of weft.  Each 
shuttle had a pirn of coloured weft, say one blue, one red, one white and one green, which 
were the colours used for Zebra cloth.  The shuttle ran on “horalls” or wheels, and in the 
side of the former was a small hole with a china casing through which the end of the weft 
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was sucked by the weaver, as it would have been a “dreich” business to have threaded it any 
other way.  There was a race or track across the lay from box to box, and at the extreme ends 
of the boxes were the drivers, one to each box.  These drivers were upright blocks of wood, 
faced with guttapercha, which slid along a spindle, and were attached by a long string to a 
“pookin’-pin”, which the weaver held in his right hand, the pin thus having two strings - one 
to each driver.  The ends of the yarn were attached to the cloth beam in front of the loom, 
and the “saitrie” or seat on which the weaver sat, was close up to the beam.  When all was 
ready the weaving began.  First the weaver trod down a tradle which set the machine in 
motion, and lifted so many threads of yarn, pushed back the lay, and gave the pin a pook 
which brought the face of the driver against the nose of the shuttle and propelled the latter 
across the web between the open space in the yarn, the shuttle landing in its place in the box 
at the other side.  The lay was brought forward and the reed carried the thread of weft as far 
as was necessary.  The weaver then touched a lever with his thumb and shifted the box so 
that the next shuttle with a different colour came into position to be driven through a new 
opening made in the web by the treading of the treadle.  The web was kept a proper width by 
what were called taniples, these being two pieces of wood set to a certain width with teeth in 
the ends which were inserted in the selvedge at the sides of cloth.  After shot went through 
the yarn the weaver, whose left hand and arm swung the lay, brought forward the lay and 
dumped up the shot close to the one which had been previously sent home, and the dump 
had to be regulated according to the thickness of the cloth required - so many “shots to the 
glass” (a small round microscope whose circle covered a certain diameter).  Then the worker 
proceeded to weave week after week till the yarn was all used up; after which he had to get 
“a twist” or “tie” over again. 

Harness shawls and Zebras have been out of vogue for many years now, and there 
are very few weavers left in the town under notice.  Most of those are, I think, now engaged 
in weaving bed mats, red and white, blue and white, and black and white. 

Pirn-filling was a separate operation but every weaver had to have a pirn-filler.  
Pirns were small wood pins with a hole in one end, and upon these the weft was wound, 
generally by women in their own homes, the weaver calling for them when his stock was 
exhausted.  The pirn was stuck in the shuttle and plied between the yarn till the weft was all 
unwound, when the empty one was taken out and a full one put in. 

Weavers had to work hard to make what was called a good wage in those days, but 
most of them contrived to make both ends meet, with often a little over for a “rainy day.” 

The weavers all made their own time, that is, they could start when they liked and 
stop when they liked.  They could “throw their legs off” the “saitrie” when anything unusual 
was to be seen or heard, and afterwards make up for lost time by working later or starting 
earlier.  In the days referred to occasions like Bogside and Ayr Races drew a large number 
of weavers to Kilwinning, Irvine and Ayr.  There was not so much betting then as now, and 
most of the weavers and their families were on these occasions out for pleasure. 

In the shop where I worked there were four weavers.  Three of us could do a little at 
the signing, and “although I say it wha shoodna’”, we often cheered ourselves and visitors 
with harmonised snatches of songs and glees, working heartily all the while.  This was 
typical of what went on in many shops; and when everything was going well the weaving 
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shops were very cheery spots indeed, especially when the weavers were “lichtin” and friends 
dropped in to site on the end of the “saitrie” for a crack.  Even courting was done in this 
manner. 

The weavers, at least the male portion of them, were great politicians, and the 
discussions which went on during the meal hours at “The Head Street”, “Newhouses” and 
other places were often interesting and educative. 

JC 
 

Lord Justice Sir Anthony McCowan 

(1928–2003) 

I have long thought of learning more of my ancestors but have never 
got further back than my grandfather who was born in the Parish of Neilston 
(Renfrewshire). [Sir Anthony McCowan, 18 Jan.. 1986.] 

Sir Anthony McCowan, who was a pillar of the English legal system for several 
decades, was descended from Cumnock tenant farmers. 

Anthony James Denys McCowan was called to the bar in 1951, appointed Deputy 
Chairman of the East Sussex Quarter Sessions in 1969 and leader of the South Eastern 
Circuit in 1978. In 1981 he was appointed to the High Court Bench and served as Senior 
Presiding Judge of England and Wales between 1991 and 1995. From 1989 until 1997 he 
was a Lord Justice of Appeal. One of his earlier achievements was the 1952 publication of 
Coloured Peoples In Britain which ultimately helped re-shape British immigration policy. 
Born in Georgetown, British Guiana, Anthony was the son of a Senior Magistrate in the 
colonial administration. He was educated at Epsom College and won a history scholarship at 
Brasenose College in Oxford.  

Sir Anthony had a sincere interest in his family history and kindly consented to be 
an Honorary Chairman of the James McCowan Memorial Social History Society. His first 
‘McCowan history’ letter of January 1986 is one of our treasures. 

Like many of us who have always lived outside Scotland, Sir Anthony McCowan’s 
Ayrshire connection is in the very distant past.  

The trail back to Cumnock, Ayrshire, from British Guiana is certainly an interesting 
one, partly told by Sir Anthony: 

My grandfather was William McCowan, born on the 18th May 1838. 
My grandfather, it was always said in the family, ran away from home three 
times in order to fight in the Crimea, the last successfully at the age of 16. 
He served in the Royal North British Fusiliers. At some stage he transferred 
to the West India Regiment. In St. Vincent he met and married Jane Corner. 
He went on to serve in British Guiana where he died in 1888. 
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Even Sir Anthony’s great-grandfather, John McCowan (a calico printer), was not 
born in Ayrshire, but rather, at Clober, New Kilpatrick Parish in Dunbartonshire. At this 
time -- June 1808 -- Sir Anthony’s great-great grandfather, Robert, was probably employed 
at one of the dozen or so bleachfields, mills, manufactories and ironworks in Old and New 
Kilpatrick. Robert McCowan was a millwright and the industrial revolution was steaming 
ahead at full throttle. This was an era of extreme mobility -- by 1822 Robert was in 
Renfrewshire building the industrial infrastructure of Neilston Parish. He had been preceded 
in Neilston by his two cousins, William and Hugh McCowan. All three of these McCowans 
had been born in Old Cumnock Parish, Ayrshire. 

Sir Anthony’s great-great grandfather, Robert, was born to John McCowan (1743-
1812) and Janet Mitchell on Oct. 25 1782 at the height of another revolution -- the 
agricultural revolution. Lord Dumfries, owner of the large Dumfries estate in Old Cumnock 
Parish, recognized that there was indeed some fallout from his extensive land-use 
management changes. In August 1784 Lord Dumfries wrote: 

I found that yearly a number of my farmers sons go to Glasgow 
Paisley &c to acquire trades. If that could be done nearer home it would be 
more comfortable to the poor people. 

Was Robert McCowan one of Lord Dumfries’ ‘farmers’ sons’ when he took up the 
trade of millwright? The simple answer is “No... but ...” 

The farm of Hill of Leifnorries in Old Cumnock had been tenanted by Sir Anthony 
McCowan’s ancestors for close to 150 years -- and quite probably much longer. In 1628 
John McCowane in Hill acted as bailie in some local land transfer matters.1

In the mid 18th century, the old paternalistic methods of transferring land occupation 
rights from father to son quickly started giving way to a more capitalistic method of 
selection of tenants on the basis of capacity to pay rent, to keep the buildings in repair and to 
make further improvements. 

Robert McCowan’s grandfather, John, signed a new 19 year lease for Hill of 
Leifnorries in 1754. John died 2 or 3 years later. By 1761 his eldest son, Robert had died. It 
appears that continued operation of the farm fell to the youngest son, John (1743-1812). 

From a 1773 ‘Rental of the Lands to be Sett by the Earl of Dumfries With the 
Grassums oferd by the Tennants for a Nineteen Year Tack’ we know that:  

The Tenents Names marked thus + are reputed honest people and 
good neighbours but have hitherto only been able to stock their possessions 
and pay their rent with some difficulty.2

‘+ John McCowan for Hill of Leifnorries’ was so marked. It is quite likely that 
John’s offer to re-rent the farm was not accepted on the basis of the factor’s criticism 
above.3 John McCowan evidently turned to the transportation business as he was a ‘carrier’ 
in Cumnock by at least 1789. He probably joined his older brother, William, in his locally 
important transportation operation. William had many accounts with the Earl of Dumfries. 
Toward the end of John’s life he lived at Burnswelltrees -- it is uncertain as to whether or 
not the family was then actively farming. 
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Lord Justice Sir Anthony McCowan was from a very old Ayrshire family. Sir 
Anthony’s illustrious legal career near the peak of Britain’s justice system in the late 
twentieth century is a curious contrast to one of the earliest notations concerning his 
McCowan ancestors in Cumnock -- the Protocol Book of Gavin Ros reveals that, in 1515, 
“William McCowane was confusedly apprehended.” 

There is further information about Sir Anthony’s McCowan heritage in Ayrshire at 
www.mccowan.org and in To Sustene the Personis: The Agricultural Revolution.4

D. Bruce McCowan, P.Eng. 
James McCowan Memorial Social History Society 

 
 
1  Rev. Henry Paton, The Clan Campbell, Vol. 5, p. 62. 
2  Dumfries House Papers. 
3  A chapter in BBC Radio Scotland’s The Lowland Clearances (and the Radio series of the 

same title) details the experiences of another branch of the Cumnock McCowans. (P. 
Aitchison and A. Cassell, Tuckwell Press)  (www.beamccowan.com/lowland.htm) 

4  This 49 page booklet, described as ‘a modest study of the changing relationship between 
people and land in Old Cumnock Parish’ can be ordered at the McCowan website: 

  www.beamccowan.com/to.htm 
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Book Review 

Rob Close, Ayr: A History and Celebration 
Salisbury, The Francis Frith Collection, 2005. 
ISBN 1 84567 739 0.  Illustrated.  £15.99 (including free mounted print). 
 
So you think you know? Ayr [from original material supplied by Rob Close.] 
Salisbury, The Francis Frith Collection, 2005. 
ISBN 1 84567 790 0.  Illustrated.  £8.99. 
 

This reviewer recalls the disappointment he felt as a child upon discovering that 
Woolworths in Dublin was much like Woolworths in Belfast.  They were in cities separated 
by many miles and a border crossing, and he expected them to differ in every way.  Now 
places are all very much the same: supermarkets, chain stores, charity shops, building 
societies, bakeries, and coffee shops are replicated throughout the country in towns and 
cities corralled by similar ring roads, and with similar retail barns on cleared industrial sites 
where things used to be made.  What is the point of a day trip to Dumfries, for example, 
when what you find there is what you left behind in Ayr?  Do we want to compare the finer 
points of their respective branches of W. H. Smiths, or even Ottakar’s? 

Yet if we are to have pride in our towns and cities, we need to be reminded of their 
different histories, culture, and heritage, and to celebrate them. 

Enter bookshop chain Ottakar’s and photograph archive and publisher The Francis 
Frith Collection and their History and Celebration series.  According to Ottakar’s website 
(1st September 2005) there are 54 of these volumes and their associated merchandise 
available, and that does not include Ayr: A History and Celebration, which must be the 55th. 

This is a history of [Ayr] with a difference.  Read it, and you will 
find out what really shaped your locality.  In an authoritative and highly 
readable text, the author recounts the stories and events that together make 
up [Ayr’s] history, and relates them directly to what you can still see on the 
ground today.  Throughout are carefully chosen photographs sourced by the 
world-famous Francis Frith Collection.  These are supplemented by 
specially commissioned colour photographs picturing the locality as it is 
today.  Topic boxes cover subjects of particular interest, and the “Did You 
Know?” boxes will test your local knowledge to the full.  Learn, too, about 
[Ayr’s] worthies, past and present, whose energy and innovation have 
played such a vital role in shaping the locality.  History is not just a 
phenomenon of the past – it is in the making at this moment. The author also 
celebrates the living, breathing organism that is the community today, and 
gives us a timely and enthusiastic appreciation of the new [Ayr] that is 
developing before our eyes. 
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That is actually the promotional paragraph for Grimsby, a template followed for the 
other 53 volumes, and it sets out what must have been the brief for Rob Close as he set 
about writing the text for the Ayr volume.  Bookshop and publisher were well-served by 
their author.  He has produced a concise and entertaining account of a town he has known 
for 30 years, backed by the detailed research he undertook in producing Ayrshire and Arran: 
An Illustrated Architectural Guide (Edinburgh 1992) and The Street Names of Ayr (Ayr 
2001), among other works.  It fits neatly into  the gap between the AANHS’s pocket-sized 
Historic Ayr: A Guide for Visitors (Ayr 1998, rev. 2001) and John Strawhorn’s shelf-
bending History of Ayr: Royal Burgh and County Town (Edinburgh 1989). 

The Francis Frith Collection’s selection of images of Ayr is limited to a few 
photographs taken in 1897 and 1900, but it has been supplemented here with others from the 
University of St Andrews, and many from private collections. 

This attractively-produced book is particularly welcome, being published in 2005, 
the year in which we celebrate the 800th Anniversary of Ayr becoming a Royal Burgh.  If 
you are going to mark this occasion by buying one book about the town (and you should), 
let it be Ayr: A History and Celebration.  And if you are into quizzes, there is its companion 
volume, So you think you know? Ayr. 

DCM 
 

Ayrshire Federation of Historical Societies 

About 30 members and friends of the Federation attended the 2005 Annual General 
Meeting, held on the 21st May, in the Benedictine Monastery, Largs, where we were made 
most welcome by Sister Aeldred and her colleagues.  The Monastery, which is in Makerston 
Place, has a friendly tea-room and a small museum explaining monastic life, and the 
overseas links that the monastery has. 

At the AGM we welcomed our new secretary, Pamela McIntyre, from Ayr.  Pamela 
will, of course, be known to many of you through her work with Ayrshire Archives, 
especially through talks to local societies (see the Diary in this edition of Ayrshire Notes). 
We know that Pamela’s expertise, energy and enthusiasm will be a great asset to the 
Federation, and look forward to working with her. 

Also at the AGM, we welcomed Kathryn Valentine, from Largs, on to the 
Committee.  We have been keen to have a representative from the north of the county on the 
Committee, and are pleased that Kathryn has agreed to join us. 

John Strawhorn Quaich 
During the course of the meeting at Largs, the John Strawhorn Quaich for 2005 was 

awarded to John Miller.  Although closely associated with Stevenston, John now lives in 
Fairlie.  He has been a constant friend to local history in the north of the county, and a well-
known face at the library at Ardrossan.  He is, though, best known for his knowledge of, 
research on, and publications about the Lithuanian community not only in Ayrshire but 
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throughout Scotland.   His acceptance speech traced his family background in Lithuania and 
Scotland with spirit and good humour.  He is a worthy recipient of this annual award. 

Swap Shop 
The annual Swap Shop of the Federation will be held on Sunday 30th October 2005, 

in the Community Centre, Springside.  One of our committee members has been working 
with a local group in Springside who are keen to learn more of the history of the village, and 
we hope that the combined knowledge and enthusiasm of a Federation Swap Shop will help 
and encourage them.  The meeting will begin at 2 o’clock, and follow the usual pattern. 

Troon Conference 2006 
After the success of the Conference in 2004, the Federation has decided to go ahead 

with a further conference in 2006.  The venue remains unchanged - the Walker Halls, Troon 
- and the date will be Saturday 21st October 2006.   The theme will be Food and Drink, and 
we have already identified a host of interesting potential speakers.  More details will be 
available next year, but keep your diaries clear for what promised to be a very good 
conference. 
 

Diary of Meetings September 2005 to May 2006 

AANHS Ayrshire Archaeological and Natural History Society.  Meetings in 
Carnegie Library, Ayr, at 7.45 p.m. 

ASA Alloway & Southern Ayrshire Family History Society.  Meetings in 
Doonfoot Primary School, Abbots Way, Doonfoot, at 7.30 p.m. 

BHS Beith Historical Society. Meetings in Eglinton Inn, Beith at 8.00 p.m. 
CSD Catrine Sorn & District History Society.  Meetings in A M Brown 

Institute, Catrine, at 7.30 p.m. 
EAFHS East Ayrshire Family History Society.  Meetings in Gateway Centre, 

Foregate Square, Kilmarnock, at 7.30 p.m. 
FHS Joint Joint Meeting of Ayrshire Family History Societies.  In Carnegie 

Library, Ayr. 
KCCS Kyle and Carrick Civic Society.  Meetings in Loudoun Hall, Ayr, at 7.30 

p.m. 
KDHG Kilmarnock & District History Group.  Meetings in Kilmarnock College 

at 7.30 p.m. 
Largs Jt Joint meeting of LDHS and LNAFHS.  In Dunn Memorial Hall, Largs at 

7.30 p.m. 
LDHS Largs and District Historical Society.  Meetings in Largs Museum at 

7.30 p.m. 
L(MS) LDHS, Marine Section.  Meetings in Largs Museum at 7.30 p.m. 
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LNAFHS Largs & North Ayrshire Family History Society.  Meetings in Largs 
Library, Allanpark Street, Largs at 7.30 p.m. 

MHS Maybole Historical Society.  Meetings in Maybole Castle, High Street, 
Maybole at 7.30 p.m. 

PHG Prestwick History Group.  Meetings in 65 Club, Main Street, Prestwick, 
at 7.30 p.m. 

SHS Stewarton Historical Society.  Meetings in John Knox Church Hall, 
Stewarton, at 7.30 p.m. 

TAFHS Troon @ Ayrshire Family History Society.  Meetings in Portland 
Church Hall, South Beach, Troon, at 7.30 p.m. 

WKAS West Kilbride Amenity Society.  Meetings in Community Centre, Corse 
Street, West Kilbride, at 7.30 p.m. 

September 2005   
Mon 5th MHS Brian Moffat Discoveries at Soutra 
Mon 5th SHS John Steele Final Episode of HMS Dasher 
Tues 13th LNAFHS Pamela McIntyre Ayrshire Archives 
Tues 20th TAFHS Donald Reid Doon Valley Bygones 
Tues 27th LNAFHS  Beginners’ Night 
Thu 29th AANHS Dauvit Broun The Formation of Ayr as a Royal Burgh 

800 Years Ago 
Thu 29th BHS Peter Aitchison The Eyemouth Disaster 
October 2005   
Mon 3rd L(MS) Tom Hamilton Irish Sea Shipping Companies 
Mon 3rd KCCS Ian Gow A Curator’s Work:  Threave, Broughton 

House and Newhailes 
Mon 3rd SHS Donald Reid Dr Henry Faulds and Fingerprinting 
Mon 3rd MHS Donald Reid and 

Ian Shaw 
Robert W Service - Poet of the People 

Tues 4th KDHG Jane Dawson John Knox 
Thu 13th PHG John Hope Scottish Aviation - Its Products and Its 

People 
Thu 13th AANHS Hugh McBrien Recent Developments in Historic Ayr 
Thu 13th EAFHS tbc  
Tues 18th KDHG Helen Dingwall Medicine and Surgery in Early Modern 

Scotland 
Tues 18th Largs Jt Ian Johnson Early Ayrshire Lifeboats 
Tues 25th WKAS Brian Moffat Soutra Medieval Hospital 
Thu 27th BHS Elaine McFarland Death, Mourning and Commemoration in 

19th Century Scotland 
Thu  27th AANHS Susan Bradbury Stained Glass in Ayrshire 
November 2005   
Tues 1st `KDHG David Easton 20th Century Defences of Scotland’s West 

Coast 
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Thu 3rd PHG Ian Jones and Scott 
Morrison 

Prestwick Laundry 

Mon 7th SHS Val Parsley Historical Story-Telling 
Mon 7th MHS Margaret Morrell The History of Turnberry Airfield 
Mon 7th KCCS Drew Moyes Old Ways, New Ways: Walking and 

Cycling in South Ayrshire 
Mon 7th L(MS) Chris Coup Flying and Sailing - The Difference? 
Tues 8th LNAFHS Donald Reid The Lost Villages of the Doon Valley 
Thu 10th EAFHS Robert Ferguson tbc 
Thu 10th AANHS James Brown Baltersan Castle 
Tues 15th KDHG June and Roger 

Watts 
An Evening with Isabella [Isabella Bird, 
Victorian Traveller] 

Tues 15th TAFHS Pamela McIntyre Ayrshire Emigrants 
Thu 24th AANHS Nigel Hawkins The John Muir Trust 
Thu 24th BHS Stuart Robertson Mackintosh - The Glasgow Legacy 
Thu 24th LDHS Roderick G 

Grahame 
Tales of the Kirk 

Tues 29th WKAS David Pearson The Restoration of Castle Levan 
Tues 29th KDHG Irene Hughson The Pictish Symbol Stones 
December 2005   
Thu 1st PHG Alisdair Cochrane The Mighty Amazon - Manaus to 

Atlantic 
Mon 5th KCCS Margaret Morrell The Turnberry Airfield Story 
Mon 5th SHS Godfrey Bailey Antonine’s Wall 
Thu 8th AANHS Thomas Rees The Archaeology of Auchalton Meadows 

SWT Reserve, Crosshill 
Tues 13th KDHG David A Roberts Beasts of Burden, Engines of War: The 

Working Horse in Glasgow and the West 
of Scotland 

Thu 15th LDHS Members Street Names of Largs 
January 2006   
Mon 9th L(MS) Ian McLagan X Boats and Chariots 
Mon 9th KCCS Eric J Graham Captain Macrae of Monkton and the 

Black Flag Pirates 
Mon 9th SHS John Chalmers Mauchline Past and Present 
Tues 10th KDHG Murray Wilson Stonewall Jackson: The Man, The 

Soldier, The Enigma 
Tues 10th LNAFHS Dave Killicoat Maybole Red Indians 
Thu 12th AANHS Eoin Shalloo The Word on the Street - Chapbooks and 

Broadsides in Scotland to 1900 
Thu 12th EAFHS Irene Hopkins Street Names 
Tues 17th TAFHS Robin Nelson How Railways Changes Ayrshire 
Tues 24th KDHG Robert Guthrie Place Names in the Land o’ Burns 
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Thu 26th LDHS  History of Education in North Ayrshire 
Thu 26th AANHS Sara J Crofts Celtic Cumbria - St Mungo and the Early 

Churches 
Tues 31st WKAS Charles Woodward Clyde Muirshiel Regional Country Park 
February 2006   
Thu 2nd PHG David Rowan and 

Alisdair Cochrane 
Trades and Traders Over The Years 

Mon 6th SHS John Hall A Dauner Roon Stewarton 
Mon 6th KCCS Bill Wright Rural Scotland 
Mon 6th L(MS) Peter Reid Behind the Waverley 
Tues 7th KDHG Sandy McIntosh The Falkirk Wheel 
Thu 9th EAFHS Susan Smith Loudoun Kirk - A Kirk in Ruins 

Carol Crawford An Introduction to Woodland Bryophytes Thu 9th AANHS 
Garth Foster Beetles - Loved by Some 

Tues 14th LNAFHS Andrew Nichol Scottish Catholic Archives 
Tues 21st TAFHS Sheila Dinwoodie Des Res In Wellington Square Ayr 
Tues 21st KDHG Alistair Hendry Whist with Napoleon  
Thu 23rd AANHS Miles Oglethorpe Coal and Ice: Archaeology with Guns 
Thu 23rd LDHS Thomas Rees Rathmell Archaeology Ltd 
Thu 23rd BHS tba Wally Closes 
Tues 28th WKAS Elizabeth Bell North Ayrshire Local History Library’s 

Resources 
March 2006   
Thu 2nd PHG Members Pot Pourri 
Mon 6th L(MS) Tom Dunn Mission of Hope 
Mon 6th SHS Pamela McIntyre Ayrshire Emigration to Canada 
Mon 6th MHS John Steele Secrets of Horse Island 
Mon 6th KCCS Greta Roberts Planning - and the Lack of It 
Tues 7th KDHG Ian Brown Museum of Flight - Airships to Concorde 
Thu 9th AANHS Liz Davidson Merchant City Initiative - Regenerating 

the Historic Heart of Glasgow 
Thu 9th EAFHS Donald Reid tbc 
Tues 14th LNAFHS Ian McCrory The History of Caledonian MacBrayne 
Sat 18th FHS Joint   
Tues 21st KDHG David M Anderson John Muir’s Dunbar 
Thu 23rd LDHS Robin Urquhart Handwriting 
Tues 28th WKAS David Palmar The Birds of the Clyde Estuary 
April 2006   
Mon 3rd SHS Anne Geddes Home Front in World War Two 
Mon 3rd MHS John Miller The Smugglers Who Saved The 

Language 
Thu 6th PHG “The Intrepid 

Explorer” 
The Mighty Pow and Its Tributaries - The 
Myths and legends 
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Tues 11th LNAFHS Rebecca Quentin Dating Old Photographs by Costume 
Thu 13th EAFHS Janice McFarlane National Library Resources 
Tues 18th TAFHS Roderick G 

Grahame 
Minutes and Kirkie Matters 

Thu 27th BHS George Ballinger The Falkirk Wheel 
Thu 27th LDHS tba  
May 2006   
Thu 4th PHG Members Blether of 2006 
Mon 8th MHS Archie Scobie Maybole Emigrants 
Mon 8th SHS Brodie Sisters Tales of Stewarton 
 

Index to Ayrshire Notes 1 to 30 

John Strawhorn launched ‘this little magazine’ in the Autumn of 1991. Its first 
appearance was tentative; ‘if this experiment proves successful we should be able to provide 
readers with articles of general interest relating to Ayrshire’s past, news of work in progress, 
new publications, and circulate details of events and discoveries in various parts of the 
county.’  It did prove successful, to the extent that it is now in its fifteenth year of 
publication.  Over those years the various members of the AANHS and AFHS who have 
produced Ayrshire Notes have followed John’s remit closely, while advances in publishing 
technology have allowed presentation and format to be improved.  In short articles and 
reviews in 30 editions a lot of ground has been covered, and it was felt that an index would 
be a useful tool for local and family historians, and would ensure that work published in 
earlier editions would not be forgotten. 

Note: Generally only the first occurrence of a term (name, place, institution, etc.) in 
an article is indexed.  Volume number in bold face is followed by the page number. 

 
AANHS, historical note, 13, 8 
Abercrombie, Charles, surveyor, 14, 20, 

15, 14 
Adam, Robert, Auchincruive, 22, 4 
Adam, Robert, in Ayrshire, by Margaret 

Sanderson (review), 5, 18 
agricultural implement makers, Jack, 

Alexander & Sons Ltd, 16, 22 
Aikenbrae, 9, 2 
Ailsa Craig, Burrell’s Tour 1758, 18, 22, 

rebels, 1746, 14, 11 
Aird, David, coachman, 16, 4 

Aird, James, manager Kilkerran acid 
works, 19, 6 

Aird, Marion Paul, Kilmarnock poet, 14, 
8, 16, 4 

Aird, Robert of Crossflat, 12, 6 
Aird, Thomas, labourer, rioter at Deans 

Mill, 17, 18 
Aird, William, herbalist, ‘Yerb Wull’, 

16, 4 
Airds bridge, 3, 8, 15, 16 
Airthrey, 26, 20 
Aitken, James, stocking maker, 12, 14 
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Aitken, Robert, plan of Beith Kirk 1822, 
23, 19 

Alexander, Claud, of Ballochmyle, 12, 3 
Alexander, William, joiner, 27, 4 
Alexander, William & Son, sawmill, 25, 

8 
alginate, extraction, 14, 16 
Allan, Hugh, obituary, 26, 19 
Allan, Hugh Logie, 26, 14 
Allan, James, footballer, Scotland cap 

1887, 24, 8 
Allan, Janie, suffragette, 15, 7 
Allan, Mathew (1807-1889), tenant of 

Auchenweet, 29, 46 
Allason, Alexander of Glaisnock, JP, 21, 

6 
Alloway, kirk, 1, 14 
Alloway Mill, 18, 7 
Alloway, railway station, 1, 14 
Alloway, The Barony of, by Alistair 

Hendry (review), 4, 16 
Alston, George, Loudounhill Stud, 28, 5 
Alton farm, 1, 8 
Amity of Ayr (brig), 9, 3 
Anderson, John, sailor, 9, 3 
Anderson, Thomas and Mary, Burns 

Arms Inn, 23, 22 
Andrew, Elizabeth, 16, 7 
Andrew, Ken, Kilkerran acid works, 19, 

9 
Andrew, William, Barcully, 

Kirkmichael, 22, 17 
Andrews, Walter, procurator fiscal 

Maybole, 17, 18 
Annbank, miners’ strike 1863, 19, 13 
archery, 1, 6 
Ardeer, 12, 20 
Ardmillan, 9, 12 
Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald, 26, 25 
Armstrong and Son’s Map of Ayrshire, 

14, 18 

Arnot, James, factor at Loudoun, 10, 4 
Arran, place names, 19, 21 
Atkinson, Marion, wife of Hugh Pollock, 

21, 20 
Atkinson, William, potato merchant, 22, 

17 
Atkinson, William, Trees, Maybole, 21, 

21 
Atlas Crucible Co, Kilkerran acid works, 

19, 8 
Auchenharvie Colliery, the: an early 

history, by Irene Hughson (review), 
11, 21 

Auchenweet, 29, 6 
Auchindrain Bridge, 15, 13 
Auchindrain tollbar, 15, 16 
Auchinleck, 1, 3 
Auchinleck House, renovation by 

Landmark Trust, 19, 24 
Auchinleck, the History of, by Dane 

Love (review), 2, 12 
Auchmannoch, 12, 5 
Ayr, chaplain, 1519, 1, 5, decayed state, 

1758, 18, 22, harbour quiet 
compared to Irvine 1758, 18, 22, 
tolbooth, 1, 3 

Ayr: A History and Celebration, by Rob 
Close (review), 30, 10 

Ayr Advertiser, prev. Air Advertiser, 26, 
5 

Ayr and Wigtownshire Courier, 26, 9 
Ayr Auction Market, 28, 7 
Ayr Auld Kirk: Monumental Inscriptions, 

(review), 13, 29 
Ayr Bank, 1, 3 
Ayr Bank Crash, John Boswell of 

Knockroon, 5, 5, William Logan of 
Castlemains, 5, 5 

Ayr, Burrell’s Tour 1758, 18, 22 
Ayr County Hospital, by James Moore 

(review), 2, 14 
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Ayr Cricket Club, 26, 21 
Ayr Football Club, 17, 6 
Ayr Free Church, 29, 6 
Ayr Gas Works, 10, 15 
Ayr Gold Cup, subscription raised, 26, 8 
Ayr Harbour Trustees, 25, 8 
Ayr, Index to deaths in OPRs, by Jean 

Kennedy (review), 13, 26 
Ayr New Bridge Plaque, 26, 30 
Ayr Observer, 26, 9, 26, 31 
Ayr, Port of, by Eric J. Graham (review), 

9, 21 
Ayr Racecourse, arson by suffragettes, 

15, 9 
Ayr St Columba, by R W Brash (review), 

23, 27 
Ayr Slip Dock, 25, 8 
Ayr Working Men’s College, 4, 4 
Ayrshire and Arran: Illust. Architectural 

Guide, by Rob Close (review), 4, 14 
Ayrshire & Renfrewshire Agriculturist, 

29, 46 
Ayrshire and the Reformation, by 

Margaret H B Sanderson (review), 
13, 27 

Ayrshire Agriculturist, 26, 14 
Ayrshire coast, traveller’s view 1758, 18, 

20 
Ayrshire, Discovering, by Strawhorn and 

Andrew (review), 2, 12 
Ayrshire Football Association, 1, 5 
Ayrshire Heritage, by Andrew Boyle 

(review), 2, 12 
Ayrshire History, website, 19, 22 
Ayrshire maps, 5, 12 
Ayrshire, Plant Life in, by Margaret 

Foulds (review), 3, 14 
Ayrshire Post, 26, 21 
Ayrshire Sound Archive Catalogue Vol. 

1, (review), 10, 22 

Bain, George, headmaster Smith’s 
Institution, 23, 24 

Baird, Andrew, special constable, 17, 18 
Baird, James, merchant, Cumnock, 21, 7 
Baird, James of Cambusdoon (1802-

1876), 24, 23 
Baird, John, rioter at Deans Mill, 17, 18 
Baird, William & Co Ltd, 24, 14, 25, 8 
Bairds of Gartsherrie, coal and iron 

dynasty, 24, 14 
Bald, Adam, walk to Ayr 1792, 11, 15 
Ballantine, James, innkeeper and grocer, 

9, 2 
Ballochmyle, Alan Whitefoord, 10, 7 
Ballochmyle viaduct, 1, 10, engraving, 1, 

11 
Balsaggart, Kirkmichael parish, 16, 7 
Band of Hope, Ayr, 18, 9 
Bannatine, Peter, 21, 7 
Bannatyne, David of Gardrum, 5, 2 
Bannatyne, Rev Charles, gravestone, 20, 

4 
Barassie, 1, 3 
Barbieston: the story of an Ayrshire 

Hamlet, by Jean F Stoddart (review), 
24, 25 

Barclay Brothers, 27, 25 
Barclay, Rev John, Patna Secession 

Church, 13, 3 
Barcully Holm, Hamilton bridge, 3, 8 
Bargany collieries, manager John Paul, 

26, 9 
Bargany House, poem about, 17, 26 
Baron of Buchlyvie, Clydesdale stallion 

in dispute, 28, 9 
Barr Castle, Galston, 1, 6 
Barr, John, provost of Ardrossan, 14, 11 
Barrel Row, miners’ row, 24, 7 
Barskimming House, otter hunting, 28, 

16 
Barskimming, Lord, 8, 14 
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Beebee, Harry, tannery, 18, 9 
Beith Auld Kirk, 23, 18 
Beith Supplement and Advertiser, by 

Donald L Reid (review), 20, 21 
Belfast Steamers, 29, 15 
Bello Mill Farm, William Murdoch, 25, 

18 
Belmont Academy, 26, 25 
Bertram, W, colliery manager, 24, 7 
Binning, Hugh, Govan minister, 26, 5 
Black Bull Inn, Ayr, 11, 16 
Black Bull Inn, Rose Fenwick, 9, 3 
Black Glen, 19, 8 
black man (treacle toffee), 24, 10 
Blair, 24, 17 
Blair, William, headmaster Eglinton Iron 

Works school, 24, 7 
Blairquhan Castle, 27, 4 
Blyton, Enid, 21, 20 
Bone, James, surgeon, 10, 11, debtors, 

12, 13 
bone-mill, 16, 9 
bools, 24, 8 
Boswell, James (1672-1749), 25, 25 
Boswell, James of Auchinleck, 1, 3, 1, 6, 

12, 3, Address to the King, 1784, 15, 
10, roads trustee, 5, 5, sources, 8, 16, 
Yale papers, 5, 8, 7, 11 

Boswell, Sir Alexander, Address to the 
deluded Operatives, 3, 4, Burns 
Monument, 3, 3, death in a duel, 3, 4, 
20, 11, Deputy Grand Master, 3, 3, 
member of parliament, 3, 3, yeoman 
Cavalry, 3, 4 

Bothwell Bridge, Battle of, 28, 10 
Boulton and Watt, 25, 19 
bowling, 1, 6 
Bowring, John, doctor, 14, 8 
Boyce, Ben, 28, 4 
Boyd, Sir Robert Lewis Fullarton, 27, 25 
Boyle, John, in Townhead of Ayr, 18, 5 

Braehead Farm, Newmilns, 17, 14 
Brethren in Scotland 1838-2000, by Neil 

T R Dickson (review), 27, 21 
brewery, Mill Street, Ayr, 18, 9 
bridges, Airds, 15, 16, Auchindrain, 15, 

13, Drumgirnan, 15, 16, 19, 1, 
Hamilton, 15, 16, Kilkerran, 15, 16, 
Monkwood, 15, 13, proposed at the 
mouth of the Doon 1900, 18, 10, 
Slatehole, 28, 16, Stinchar Bridge, 
Colmonell, 21, 15, Turner’s Bridge, 
Ayr, 18, 10, Victoria, 18, 8 

brig, 25, 4 
Brisbane, observatory, 1, 16 
Brisbane Glen, 18, 23 
Britannia (brig), Ralston & Smith, 25, 5 
British Gas Light Co., 10, 15 
British Tar Company, 12, 4 
Brown, Agnes, married David Greig, 18, 

5 
Brown, Andrew, younger son of Lanfine, 

20, 8 
Brown, James, teacher Eglinton Iron 

Works school, 24, 7 
Brown, John of Lanfine, 20, 8 
Brown, Mr of Lanfine, JP, 17, 13 
Brown, Robert, handloom weaver, 30, 4 
Brown, Thomas, 26, 17 
Bruce, James, overseer at Auchinleck, 2, 

19 
Bruce, William, herring fisherman 

Newton, 12, 10 
Bryan, William, landlord of Cross Keys 

Irvine, 11, 16 
Bryce, David, architect, 27, 4 
Buchanan, William, 26, 32 
Burgesses and Guild Brethren of Ayr, 

notice of publication, 24, 26 
Burl, Dr Aubrey, 1, 1 
Burn, William, architect, 27, 4 
Burnes, James, 1, 4 
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Burns Arms Inn, Alloway, 23, 22 
Burns Country, by David Carroll 

(review), 20, 21 
Burns Memorial and Cottage Homes 

Mauchline, unsuccessful design 
entry, 22, 1 

Burns Press Chair, 26, 28 
Burns, Rev Thomas, 27, 11 
Burns, Robert, prescribed “Dooking”, 1, 

6, sources, 10, 17 
Burnside Chemical Works, Newton on 

Ayr, 17, 5 
Burrell, Sir William, his tour 1758, 18, 

20 
Busby Spinning Co, 24, 11 
Bushby, John, factor to Keith Stewart, 

12, 4 
Cairncross, Hugh, clerk of works at 

Culzean, 15, 15 
Caldwell, ad for sale of wood, 26, 16 
Campbell, Arthur of Auchmannoch, 12, 

5 
Campbell, Bruce, 12, 6, factor to earl of 

Marchmont, 20, 10, of Sornbeg, 20, 
10 

Campbell, Capt. of Auchmannoch, 2, 10 
Campbell, Colin, landwaiter, 12, 13 
Campbell, David, 23, 5 
Campbell, David, 26, 26 
Campbell, George, poet, 26, 5 
Campbell, George James of Treesbank, 

12, 17 
Campbell, Hugh, grocer and innkeeper, 

Cumnock, 21, 5 
Campbell, J R D (Duncan), awarded 

John Strawhorn Quaich, 23, 28 
Campbell, James, Knockshuggle Holm, 

23, 5 
Campbell, James of Craigie, 26, 13, lost 

parliamentary election 1832, 22, 22 

Campbell, John, 4th earl of Loudoun, 5, 
2, 10, 3, Ayrshire Rose, 1, 7 

Campbell, John of Wellwood, 5, 2 
Campbell, Lord Hugh of Loudoun, 2, 3 
Campbell, Margaret, 23, 5 
Campbell, Richard of Helentonmains, 

factor to earl of Cassillis, 15, 15 
Campbell, Sir Matthew of Loudoun, 2, 3 
Carnie, Adam, editor and partner Ayr 

Advertiser, 26, 9 
carpet manufacture, 21, 13 
Carrick Herald, 26, 25, 26, 33 
Carron Iron Co, Falkirk, 25, 8 
Cassillis, 6th earl, 8, 2 
Castle Hill fort, Largs, 25, 23 
Castles and Mansions of Ayrshire, The, 

by Michael Davis (review), 3, 14 
Cathcart, Captain Robert of Carbiston, 

23, 4 
Catrine, mill wheels, 13, 25 
Catrine Bank, renamed Daldorch, 12, 16 
Catrine Free Church, 29, 6 
Cawdor Cup, premier stallion prize, 28, 

7 
census, 1881 index, 1, 12 
Chalmers, Thomas (1780-1847), 1843 

Disruption, 28, 12 
Chalmerston, archaeological field 

survey (review), 1, 15 
Christian Brethren, 24, 4, Andrew, 

William, 22, 17 
Church of the Good Shepherd (RC), 

Dalmilling, 17, 16 
cinemas, 20, 22 
Clonbeith, limestone pit, 24, 6 
Clyde and Forth Press Ltd, 26, 26 
Clyde Coast Picture Palaces, by Bruce 

Peter (review), 20, 22 
Clydesdale Horse Society, 28, 9 
Clydesdales, 28, 4 
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coalmasters, Archibald Finnie & Sons, 
24, 14, Archibald Kenneth & Sons, 
24, 14, Bairds of Gartsherrie, 24, 14 

Coatbridge, Summerlee Industrial 
Museum, 1, 13 

Cochrane, Archibald, 9th earl of 
Dundonald, 12, 4 

Cockburn, Henry Thomas, Lord 
Cockburn, sea-bathing observed 
1842, 19, 20 

Cockburn, Major, 27, 18 
cock-fighting, 10, 11 
Colgan, Jenny, 27, 24 
Collins, Robert, gamekeeper at 

Ballochmyle, 21, 7, accidental death 
or suicide, 21, 10 

Colmonell, 9, 10, bridge, 21, 15 
Commercial Inn, Riccarton, 22, 22 
commissioners of supply, 5, 2, chart of 

officers, 11, 6, minute books, 14, 21 
Conn, John, weaver, 24, 9 
Connell, Rev James, Dalgain, 10, 7 
Corsehill Public school, 24, 4 
Covenanters, 27, 16, Deerness 

Memorial, 28, 10, Pentland Rising, 
20, 4, White, James, 1, 5 

Covenanters of Carrick, The, by David 
M Hunter (review), 27, 23 

Coylton, Finlayson Arms, 23, 4 
Craig House, Dreghorn, threatened 

demolition, 4, 21 
Craig, Hugh, draper and Chartist, 26, 17 
Craig, James, supervisor of excise, 15, 

19 
Craig, Mr, manager Kilwinning 

gasworks, 24, 9 
Craigengillan, 12, 4 
Craigie Mains Stud, James Kilpatrick, 

28, 7 
Craufuird, Archibald C. B. of Ardmillan, 

9, 10 

Crawford, Annie, Prestwick’s first 
woman councillor, 15, 9 

Crawford, George, 22nd earl of 
Crawford, 15, 10 

Crawford, Sir Hugh of Loudoun, 2, 3 
Crawfurd, Sir Charles of Annbank 

House, anti-suffragist meeting, 15, 8 
cricket, Segton, 24, 8 
Crockett, George, 26, 22 
Crossraguel, roasting of the abbot, 13, 14 
Crowe, Ida, 21, 22 
Culzean and the Kennedy Family, by 

Michael Moss (review), 24, 25 
Cumnock Chronicle, 26, 25 
Cumnock, poaching riot 1833, 21, 4 
Cumnock Pottery, The, by Gerard Quail 

(review), 6, 15 
Cunninghame Combination Poor House, 

20, 15, 24, 10 
cup and ring markings, Ballochmyle, 1, 

10 
curling, 1, 6, 8, 19 
customs, surveyor of, 1, 3 
Cuthbert, A. & Son, Ayr, 25, 8 
Cuthbertson, Thomas, Kilmarnock town 

treasurer, 14, 9 
Cuthill, Alexander, 26, 9 
Dailly, Burrell’s Tour 1758, 18, 22, 

sawmill, 16, 8 
Daldorch, formerly Catrine Bank, 12, 16 
Dale, David, Catrine cotton mill, 12, 4 
Dalgain, Dr John Stevens, 10, 7 
Dalmellington, 27, 12 
Dalmellington Iron Company, 23, 6, 25, 

8, feudal superior Finlayson Arms, 
23, 7 

Dalmellington Volunteers, 1805, 19, 18 
Dalquharran Colliery, 16, 14 
Dalrymple Monumental Inscriptions, by 

ASAFHS (review), 27, 22 
Dalrymple, Charles of Orangefield, 1, 8 
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Dalziellely, 15, 16 
Darvel chairs, 8, 10 
Davidson, Mr, gamekeeper Kildonan 

House, 25, 16 
Davies, J and W, pipe makers in 

Kilmarnock, 13, 24 
Dean castle, 1, 13 
Deans Mill, Maybole, 17, 16 
Deerness Memorial, list of Ayrshire 

names, 28, 14 
Dempster, James, designed St 

Margaret’s RC Church, 17, 15 
Diamond Pit, Fergushill, 24, 5 
Dick, John, 26, 31 
Dick, Maxwell, 26, 9, 26, 31, inventor, 

20, 8 
Dick, William Maxwell, 26, 32 
Dickie, David, 23, 4 
Dickie, David, upholsterer, 9, 2 
Dickie, George, shoemaker, 21, 7 
Dickie, James & Co (Drop Forgings) 

Ltd, 17, 12 
Dickie, Robert, furniture store, 18, 9 
Doak, James, Ayr burgh organist, 23, 25 
Dobbie, R. & Co, Ayr, 25, 8, tannery, 

18, 9 
Dobbingston, Dailly parish, 16, 13 
Docherty, Samuel, carter, 16, 11 
Dominican monks, 18, 7 
Donaldson, George, 26, 23 
Doon, River, Monkwood Bridge, 15, 14 
Doonside, 26, 19 
Douglas, Colonel James, 27, 16 
Douglas, Dr Patrick of Garrallan, 9, 26 
Douglas, George of Rodinghead, 1, 8, 

factor of Cessnock and Loudoun, 12, 
17 

Dowie, Captain, skipper of revenue 
cutter, 15, 20 

Drennan, James, 26, 17 
Drennan, William, constable, 21, 6 

Drongan pottery, 7, 4, excavations 
report, 9, 18 

Drumburle, 3, 8 
Drumgirnan, 3, 8 
Drumgirnan Bridge, 15, 16, design, 19, 1 
Drumley, Townhead, 9, 2 
Dumfries Arms, Cumnock, 21, 6 
Dumfries, 5th earl, 5, 2 
Duncan née Hannah, Elizabeth, 24, 20 
Duncan, Rev Alexander, 23, 5 
Duncan, Robert, ploughman, 24, 18 
Duncan, Thomas (1685-1929), engineer 

and inventor, 24, 18 
Dundonald, burials register, 1, 12 
Dunlop, Captain John of Dunlop, elected 

MP 1832, 22, 22 
Dunlop, Francis, 16, 8 
Dunlop, James (c 1770-1846), 16, 7 
Dunlop, James (c 1806-1889), 16, 7 
Dunlop, James (c 1837-?), 16, 7 
Dunlop, Marion (c1813-?), 16, 7 
Dunlop, Michael, 26, 25 
Dunlop, Thomas Charles, proprietor Ayr 

Advertiser, 26, 19 
Dunlop, William, Dunure Mains Stud, 

28, 9 
Dunlop, William (c 1804-1885), 16, 7 
Dunlop, William (c 1845-1877), 16, 7 
Dunlop, William (c 1847-?), 16, 7 
Dunlop, William H (Billy), proprietor 

Ayr Advertiser, 26, 21 
Dunlop, William Herbert, 26, 20 
Durham, John, manager Kilkerran acid 

works, 19, 6 
Eaton, William, sheriff substitute, 9, 3 
Eglinton Castle, 1, 7, ‘a poor edifice’ 

1758, 18, 23, policies, 24, 13 
Eglinton Hunt, 26, 21 
Eglinton Iron Works School, 24, 4 
Eglinton Tournament, reminiscence 

1896, 19, 15 
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Eglinton, 12th earl, 7, 6 
Electricity Works, Mill Street, Ayr, 18, 9 
Elles, James, Saltcoats Secession 

Church, 13, 3 
Encyclopaedia of Scottish Executions, 

The, by Alex F Young (review), 15, 
24 

Explosives in the Service of Man, by 
Dolan and Oglethorpe (review), 12, 
20 

Faa, Johnny, 8, 2 
Fair, John, chaplain at Ayr, 1, 6 
Fairs and Frolics, D. B. Cowan 

(review), 7, 12 
Fanning Island, Ayrshire connection, 18, 

4 
farm ownership, Owners and Occupiers 

(review), 2, 14 
Favorite (brig), Ralston & Smith, 25, 5 
Fenwick, kirkyard, 1, 5 
Fergushill, mining hamlet, 24, 4 
Ferguson, Grizell, 5, 5 
Ferguson, Hew, 27, 18 
Ferguson, Ian, 26, 26 
Ferguson, James, farmer, 9, 2 
Ferguson, James M, 26, 32 
Ferguson, James Murray, Ayr provost 

1888-1891, 18, 9 
Ferguson, John of Holms of Calf, Irvine 

benefactor, 20, 5 
Fergusson, James of Crosshill, turnpike 

road, 3, 7 
Fergusson, Sir Adam of Kilkerran, 3rd 

bt., 5, 6, MP, 15, 10 
Fergusson, Sir James of Kilkerran, 4th 

bt., 3, 7, Kilkerran acid works, 19, 6 
Fever Hospital, Ayr, 25, 8 
field drain, Monkton, 16, 30 
fingerposts, 6, 6, Ayrshire illustrated list, 

18, 12 
Finlayson Arms, Coylton, 23, 4 

Finlayson, Janet, 23, 5 
Finnie, Archibald & Sons, coalmasters, 

24, 14 
Finnie, William, Kilmarnock 

businessman, 8, 19 
fireclay industry, book about, 1, 16 
Fisher, Charles, weaver, rioter at Deans 

Mill, 17, 19 
Fleming, John, 28, 4 
Flight of Bonnie Prince Charlie, The, by 

Douglas and Stead (review), 21, 25 
football, 1, 5, Kilwinning Monkcastle, 

24, 8, Lugar Boswell, 1, 5 
Forbes, Duncan, died at Waterloo, 20, 8 
fossils, Girvan, 23, 20 
Fraser, John Foster, 26, 31 
Free Church of Scotland, 29, 6 
Free Masonry, 24, 5 
freeholders, 5, 5 
Friends of War Memorials, 19, 16 
Fullarton family, memorial in Irvine, 20, 

7 
Fullarton, William of Skeldon, ‘Black 

Willie’, 13, 3 
Gage, Dr David, Kilwinning medical 

officer, 24, 16 
Galbraith, Ann, editor Ayr Advertiser, 

26, 26 
Gallon, John, drowned in Lugar while 

otter hunting, 28, 16 
Galston, Barr castle, 1, 6 
Galston Parish Church: an historical 

synopsis, by Irene Hopkins (review), 
18, 29 

Galt, Robert, contracted to build 
Kilmarnock gasworks, 18, 24 

gamekeeper, Dan McPherson Kildonan 
House, 25, 16, John Macmillan 
Dumfries House, 21, 1, Mr Davidson 
Kildonan House, 25, 16, Robert 
Collins, Ballochmyle, 21, 7 
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Garlaff, 21, 5, coal works, 1, 9 
Garrallan, 2, 10, 9, 26 
Garrockhill and Duchray Coal Co, 25, 8 
gasworks, Irvine, 17, 4, Kilmarnock, 16, 

30, 17, 4, 21, 13, Kilwinning, 24, 9, 
list, 10, 15, 11, 12, Mercury Safety 
Air Gas Company Ltd, 25, 9, 
Newmilns rivals, 16, 24 

Gaulston, George, butcher, 12, 14 
Gaumont Cinema, Ayr, 26, 22 
Gemmell, Alexander Bell, 26, 17 
Gemmell, Catherine, 26, 11 
Gemmell, Janette McCracken, 26, 19 
Gemmell, T. M. & Son, 26, 20 
Gemmell, Thomas Macmillan, editor Ayr 

Advertiser, 26, 11 
Gemmell’s Cab Stables, 18, 10 
Gibb, Andrew, overseer at Auchinleck, 

1, 6 
Gibson, Alexander, rioter at Deans Mill, 

17, 18 
Gibson, John, colliery manager, 24, 7 
Gibson, Mathew, manufacturer, 17, 19 
Gilmilnscroft, 12, 5 
Gilmour, Hugh, fiddler, 14, 5 
girr and cleek, 24, 17 
Girvan Valley Coal Field 1415-1977, by 

David M Hunter (review), 27, 23 
Girvan, George, lace waver, provost of 

Newmilns, 1, 5 
Girvan, River, 3, 7, 15, 16 
Glen App, Burrell’s Tour 1758, 18, 22 
Glen, David, proprietor Kilkerran acid 

works, 19, 6 
Glen, David Gordon, Kilkerran acid 

works, 19, 8 
Glen, Jeanie, proprietor Kilkerran acid 

works, 19, 8 
Glen, William, 26, 32 
Glenburn, quoiting ground, 1, 6 
Glenfield and Kennedy, 16, 12 

Glengarnock Ironworks, 13, 23 
Glenlee, Lord, 8, 14 
Goldie, John, sheriff officer, 21, 6 
golf, 1, 6 
Goodfellow, George, editor Ayr 

Advertiser, 26, 22 
Gordon of Earlston, Thomas, 5, 3 
Gordon, Alexander, surveyor of customs, 

1, 3 
Gordon, Taylor, Annbank colliery, 19, 

13 
Gould, Rev James, 21, 20 
Gourlay, David, 26, 33 
Gourlay, Thomas, 26, 33 
Graham, Barbara, awarded John 

Strawhorn Quaich, 17, 28 
Graham, Benjamin, innkeeper in Ayr, 

10, 11 
Graham, Walter, 26, 28 
gravitation water supply, 24, 11 
Gray Collection of Fossils, 23, 22 
Gray née Anderson, Elizabeth, fossil 

collector, 23, 22 
Gray, John & Co, Maybole, 25, 8 
Gray, John Farquhar of Gilmilnscroft, 

12, 5 
Gray, Robert, banker and fossil collector, 

23, 22 
Gray, T. A. Maybole, 25, 8 
Gray’s Carpet Works, 23, 7 
Greig, Captain William, ‘King’ of 

Fanning Island, 18, 4, 19, 12 
Greig, David, stone dyker, 18, 5 
Griffin, Thomas, rioter at Deans Mill, 

17, 19 
Gunn, Angus, head constable, 9, 4 
Gunning, Robert Halliday (1818-1900), 

Deerness Memorial, 28, 11 
Guthrie, Alexander, 26, 14 
Guthrie, Arthur & Sons Ltd, 26, 25 
Guthrie, David, bookseller in Ayr, 29, 6 
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Guthrie, Robert, 9, 2 
Haddow, Robin, gasworks director, 16, 

24 
Hamilton Bridge, 3, 8, 15, 16 
Hamilton, Colonel of Sundrum, 25, 17 
Hamilton, John of Sundrum, 5, 2, 14, 18 
Hamilton, Sir Hew of Bargany, turnpike 

road, 3, 7 
handball, 1, 6 
handloom weaver, 30, 4 
hangman, William Sutherland, Irvine, 

20, 4 
Hannah, William (Billy), 26, 24 
Happy Valley set, Lady Idena Wallace, 

25, 15 
Harris, William, merchant, 1, 3 
Haswell, John, gas manager in Ayr, 10, 

15 
Hay, John, Kilmarnock brothel keeper, 

20, 16 
Hay, Matthew, tenant farmer, 1, 3 
head constable, Angus Gunn, 9, 4 
Heard née Davidson, Margaret, recalls 

Kildonan House, 25, 16 
Hearth Tax for Ayrshire 1691, The, 

Urquhart & Close eds (review), 15, 
25 

Henderson, James S, Ayr Observer, 4, 6 
Henderson, Scott, 26, 32 
Henry, James, weaver, 9, 2 
Hepburn, James, miller, Deans Mill, 17, 

18 
Hercules (brig), Ralston & Smith, 25, 5 
Hewitson, Mr, hansom cab driver, 18, 10 
Hill of Leifnorries, 30, 8 
Hillhead, Coylton, 23, 4 
Historic Ayr: A Guide for Visitors, 

(review), 15, 24 
Hodgkinson, James, Dalmellington 

1800, 19, 18 
Hodgkinson, Richard, 27, 14 

Hogg, Thomas junior, Toftsmill, 21, 5 
Holmes McDougall Ltd, 21, 20 
Holmston School, 25, 7 
Hopekins, Charles, tacksman of 

Muirkirk toll, 12, 6 
Horse Island, 20, 21 
horse market, Ayr 1784, 15, 20 
horse racing, 1, 6 
Houston, Tibbie, daughter of Kilkerran 

gamekeeper, 19, 10 
Howard de Walden, Lord, Dean castle, 

1, 13 
Hunky Dory, 25, 24 
Hunter, John, labourer, 21, 7 
Hunter, John Kelso, 9, 5 
Hunter, William, Working Men’s 

College, 4, 7 
Ingram, Andrew (1830-?), photographer 

in Ayr, 29, 46 
Ingram, Jane (Jeanie), married Adam 

Reid, 29, 5 
Ingram, Robert S., 27, 19 
Ingram, William, watchmaker in Newton 

on Ayr, 29, 5 
iron forge, Townhead of Greenock, 25, 

23 
Irvine, Burrell’s Tour 1758, 18, 22, Old 

Parish Kirkyard, 20, 4 
Irvine Gas Works, 17, 4 
Irvine Harbour, busy compared to Ayr 

1758, 18, 22 
Jack, Alexander & Sons, agricultural 

implement makers Maybole, 16, 22 
Jack, John, ironworks manager, 13, 23 
Jack, William, editor of Glasgow 

Herald, 20, 7 
Jack, William, Working Men’s College, 

4, 6 
Jacobite Spy Wars: Moles, Rogues etc., 

by Hugh Douglas (review), 21, 24 
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John Smith of Dalry Part 1, ed. David 
Reid (review), 10, 20 

John Smith of Dalry Part 2, ed. David 
Reid (review), 11, 17 

John, Rev William, Catrine, 15, 8 
Johnston, Fred & Sons Ltd, 26, 25 
Johnston, Lucy, wife of R A Oswald of 

Auchincruive, 22, 5 
Johnstone, James, 26, 14 
Johnstone, James, assistant 

schoolmaster, 21, 6 
justices of the peace, 5, 2 
Kay, Thomas, 26, 17 
Keegans, Father Patrick, 17, 15 
Kelburn Castle, ‘a paltry house’ 1758, 

18, 23 
kelp, production, 14, 14 
Kennedy, Alexander of Craigoch, later 

of Kilhenzie, 17, 23 
Kennedy, David Dalton, 9, 10 
Kennedy, David of Craig, 9, 10 
Kennedy, John, 6th earl of Cassillis, 8, 2 
Kennedy, John of Kilhenzie, 17, 23 
Kennedy, Lady Jean of Culzean, 11, 3 
Kennedy, Quintin of Drumellan, 

turnpike road, 3, 7 
Kennedy, Rankine, 17, 19 
Kennedy, Scipio, slave, 11, 3 
Kennedy, Sir John of Culzean, 11, 3 
Kennedy, Sir Thomas of Culzean, 13, 13 
Kennedy, Thomas F. of Dunure, 26, 13 
Kenneth, Archibald & Sons, coalmasters, 

24, 14 
Kenneth’s Row, miners’ row, 24, 7 
Ker, William Lee, 24, 17 
Kerr, John, 26, 16 
Kersland Colliery, 24, 6 
Kildonan House, Barrhill, reminiscences 

1922-42, 25, 15 
Kileekie, Kirkmichael parish, 16, 7 
Kilhenzie Castle, inventory 1750, 17, 23 

Kilkerran, 15, 16, sawmill, 16, 8, 
turnpike road, 3, 7 

Kilkerran Bridge, 15, 16 
Kilkerran Pyroligneous Acid Works, or 

Kilkerran Chemical Works, 19, 4 
Killicoat, Gordon, awarded John 

Strawhorn Quaich, 21, 26 
Kilmarnock, by James Mackay (review), 

5, 16 
Kilmarnock: Aspects of Local History 2, 

Adams, Sith, and Wilson eds 
(review), 18, 28 

Kilmarnock Gas Company, 17, 4 
Kilmarnock Gas Light Company, 17, 5, 

18, 24 
Kilmarnock gasworks, 16, 30, 18, 24, 21, 

13 
Kilmarnock Junior Flute Band, action for 

payment 1833, 22, 22 
Kilmarnock Memories, by Frank Beattie 

(review), 25, 26 
Kilmarnock Town Trails, by KDHG 

(review), 27, 22 
Kilpatrick, Allan, Craigie Mains Stud, 

28, 9 
Kilpatrick, James, Craigie Mains Stud, 

28, 7 
Kilwinning, account of, 24, 4, described 

1758, 18, 23 
Kilwinning Abbey, 24, 17 
Kilwinning Iron Works, 24, 7 
Kilwinning Monkcastle football team, 

24, 8 
King of Hillside, William, Beith auld 

kirk, 23, 19 
Kingswell Inn, 11, 15 
Kirkland, Agnes, relict of George Smith, 

12, 14 
Kirkmichael Monumental Inscriptions, 

by G & D Killicoat (review), 18, 29 
Kirkmichael sawmill, 16, 8 
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Knockdhu, 26, 18 
Knockdow, 27, 18 
Knockroon, Kirkmichael parish, 16, 7 
Kyle Foundry, Ayr, G & J Muir, 25, 7 
Lady Ha’, coal seam, 24, 7 
Ladyburn, 3, 8 
Lambie, William, druggist in Newmilns, 

17, 13 
Lamont’s Row, miners’ row Kilwinning, 

24, 4 
Landsborough, David, on Eglinton 

Tournament, 19, 15 
Lanfine House, 20, 1 
Lanfine, planting, 10, 4 
Lang Sandy, Alexander McCallum, 23, 1 
Lapraik, John, poet, 26, 5, poem on the 

Ayr Bank Crash, 27, 20 
Largs Australians, The, by Mary B. Hall 

(review), 10, 22 
Largs, In and About, by I. B. Kerr 

(review), 6, 16 
Largs, poor state 1758, 18, 23 
Largs, the Parish of, by David Baxter 

(review), 5, 19 
Largs Through the Centuries, by J. R. D. 

Campbell (review), 10, 21 
Lauchland, David, servant, 12, 14 
Lawrie, Rev Dr Archibald, Loudoun, 17, 

13 
Lee, Thomas, teacher, 14, 9 
Lees, John & Co, Maybole, 25, 8 
Leggat née Brown, Sarah, 23, 5 
Leggat, Matthew, innkeeper Finlayson 

Arms, 23, 5 
Leggat, Robert, oil merchant, 23, 6 
Letters of the Lady Elizabeth Boswell, by 

David R Boswell (review), 25, 25 
limekiln, Kersepark, 19, 23 
limestone, Clonbeith, 24, 6 
limestone miner, 24, 4 
Lindsay, Dr, Galston, 17, 13 

Logan, Hugh of Logan, 5, 3 
Logan, John, tailor, 12, 14 
Logan, Margaret, court action by 

sweetheart, 23, 9 
Logan, William of Castlemains, sheriff 

substitute, 5, 2 
Logans of Knockshinnoch, The, 5, 4 
Lord Advocate, 1, 3 
Lord Lieutenant, 7, 6 
Lord President of the Court of Session, 

Thomas Miller, 12, 3 
Loudoun, Baltic connection, 2, 4 
Loudoun, Campbell, Sir Matthew, 2, 3 
Loudoun, Crawford, Sir Hugh, 2, 3 
Loudoun, location of papers, 10, 9 
Loudoun, Lord Hugh Campbell, 2, 3 
Loudoun Castle, 1, 7, 2, 5 
Loudoun Hill excavations, 6, 4 
Loudoun Laundry Co, 25, 11 
Loudoun, John Campbell 4th earl, 1, 7, 

2, 5, 5, 2, 10, 3 
Loudoun, Lady, Sorn castle, 10, 4 
Loudounhill Stud, 28, 5 
Lugar Boswell, 1, 5 
Lutyens, Barbara, 2nd wife of D. E. 

Wallace of Kildonan, 25, 15 
Lyon, David Murray, 26, 17 
Lyon, Dr, surgeon in Newmilns, 17, 13 
Lyon, T Bonar, etching of Smith’s Close, 

21, 1, 22, 25 
Macadam, Hugh, manager Kilkerran 

acid works, 19, 6 
MacArthur, David Wilson, author, 20, 23 
MacArthur, Peter, printer Air Advertiser, 

26, 5 
MacDowall, Patrick, 5th earl of 

Dumfries, 5, 2 
Mackenzie, Dr John, 1, 6 
Mackintosh, William R, 26, 17 
Maclehose, Robert, 21, 20 
MacMillan, James, composer, 27, 25 
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Macmillan, John, gamekeeper Dumfries 
House Estate, 14, 1 

Macnair, John Ferguson, 26, 21 
MacPherson, John, Mercury Safety Air 

Gas Company Ltd, 25, 9 
Maggie Bluelips, ‘character’, 18, 10 
maps, old maps website, 19, 23 
Marshall, John, Alexander Jack & Sons 

Ltd, 16, 22 
Marshall, Peter, court action against 

sweetheart, 23, 9 
Mathie, Robert, bought John Wilson’s 

Kilmarnock bookshop, 26, 8 
Mauchline, football, 1, 5 
Mauchline Ware, 6, 2 
Maybole, Alexander Jack & Sons Ltd, 

16, 22 
Maybole, website, 19, 23 
McAdam, John Loudon, erroneously 

credited with tarmacadam, 17, 7, 
house in Penrith, 15, 22, roads 
trustee, 5, 5, 12, 3 

McAdam, John of Craigengillan, 5, 3, 
12, 4 

McAdam, Quintin of Craigengillan, 27, 
12 

McAdam, William, lamented, 1836, 9, 
12 

McAlpine, John, 8, 6 
McAlpine, Robert, 24, 6 
McBride, Jessie Smith, 21, 20 
McCall, Hugh and Bryce, designers of 

bridge at Colmonell, 21, 15 
McCall, James & Co, materials for the 

County Buildings, 14, 21 
McCallum, Alexander (1804-1854), 

amateur geologist, 23, 20 
McCance, Dr Margaret, awarded John 

Strawhorn Quaich, 19, 24 
McCartney, Andrew, weaver, 24, 9 
McCartney, John, 26, 21 

McClure, David of Shawwood, 1, 3 
McClure, John, merchant, 1, 3 
McCluskey, Father Martin, 17, 15 
McClymont, Agnes (c 1776-1860), 16, 7 
McClymont, Bob, 28, 4 
McClymont, Charles Dalrymple 

Fergusson (b 1840), 16, 7 
McClymont, John (b 1800), 16, 7 
McConnell, Arthur, candlemaker, 12, 13 
McCormick, Alexander, obituary, 26, 11 
McCormick, James Fergusson, 26, 12 
McCormick, William, partner Ayr 

Advertiser, 26, 9 
McCowan, James, emigrated to Canada, 

1, 9 
McCowan, John, tenant Hill of 

Leifnorries, 30, 8 
McCowan, Lord Justice Sir Anthony 

(1928-2003), 30, 7 
McCowan, Robert, tenant farmer, 1, 9 
McCracken, John, butcher in Ayr, 18, 10 
McCracken’s Corner, Ayr, 18, 10 
McCrae, John, gardener Kildonan 

House, 25, 16 
McCreath, Provost, Girvan, 26, 16 
McCrindle, Gilbert, Thornbrock, 17, 18 
McCulloch, John, weaver, rioter at 

Deans Mill, 17, 19 
McDerment, William, teacher in Smith’s 

Institution, 25, 6 
McGhee, Hugh, 26, 22 
McGhie, James of Skeldon, 5, 2 
McGill, Dr James Finlayson, 23, 6 
McGill, Dr John Finlayson, 23, 6 
McGill, Janet Finlayson, Finlayson 

Arms, 23, 7 
McGill, John, 23, 5 
McHardy, Father Joseph, 17, 15 
McIlwraith, Kilkerran acid works, 19, 8 
McIlwraith, Alexander, sawyer, 16, 11 
McIlwraith, William, 26, 17 
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McKelvie, Andrew, labourer, 12, 13 
McKie, Andrew, tailor, 12, 13 
McKie, James, editor Kilmarnock 

Weekly Post, 13, 24, publisher, 14, 8 
McKinnon née Morrison, Elizabeth, 24, 

4 
McLean, William, excise officer, 15, 19 
McLennan, innkeeper Finlayson Arms, 

23, 5 
McMillan, James, constable, 21, 6 
McMurtrie, John, tide-waiter, 1, 3 
McMynn, Thomas, 26, 29 
McPherson, Dan, gamekeeper Kildonan 

House, 25, 16 
McQuaters, Maybole, 28, 6 
McQuiston, Bryce, 27, 12 
McTaggart, Captain of Seafield, Ayr Gas 

Works, 10, 15 
McWhirter, Anthony, 28, 21 
McWhirter, Norris Dewar, cofounder of 

Guinness Book of Records, 28, 21 
Meal Mill Dam, 24, 8 
Meg’s Hill, 3, 8 
megaliths, Arran, 2, 5 
Mercury Safety Air Gas Company Ltd, 

Newmilns gasworks, 25, 9 
Merkland, Kirkmichael parish, 16, 7 
Merry & Cunningham, 13, 23 
milestones, 8, 9, St Evox stone stolen, 

28, 27 
Mill Street, Ayr, account of, 18, 7 
Mill, John, partner of Richard Oswald, 

22, 6 
Miller Road, Ayr, first in town to be 

tarmacadamed, 17, 10 
Miller, Hugh, 26, 13 
Miller, Hugh (1802-1856), geologist and 

writer, 23, 20 
Miller, James, architect for Kildonan 

House, 25, 15 

Miller, John, awarded John Strawhorn 
Quaich 2005, 30, 11 

Miller, John, weaver, 21, 7 
Miller, Thomas of Barskimming, 8, 14, 

12, 3 
Miller’s Foundry, Ayr, 17, 5 
Milligan, William, weaver, rioter at 

Deans Mill, 17, 19 
Millport and the Cumbraes, by Martin 

Bellamy (review), 25, 26 
miners’ rows, Annbank 1863, 19, 13 
Mining: Ayrshire’s Lost Industry, by 

Guthrie Hutton (review), 12, 22 
Minorities and Memories, by Strathern 

and Stewart (review), 25, 27 
Mitchell, James, vintner in Ayr, 5, 3 
Mitchell, John, Ayr provost, 23, 24 
Mitchell, Rev John, Memories of 

Ayrshire, 1, 5 
Moffat, Jim (1918-1998), founder of A T 

Mays, 16, 26 
Monklands Canal, 1, 13 
Monkton and Prestwick Parish Church, 

27, 4 
Monkwood Bridge, 15, 13 
Montgomerie of Coilsfield, Alexander, 

5, 2 
Montgomerie, Bessie, Finlayson Arms, 

23, 7 
Montgomerie, Hugh, 12th earl of 

Eglinton, 7, 6, Lord Lieutenant, 19, 
18 

Montgomery, Mrs Arthur, anti-suffragist 
meeting, 15, 8 

Moore, John, 26, 14 
Moravian Church, Ayr, 18, 9 
Morgan, Arthur, 26, 17 
Morris, James, merchant banker, Ayr, 

25, 7 
Morrison, James (1837-1905), limestone 

miner, 24, 4 
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Morrison, John, weaver, rioter at Deans 
Mill, 17, 19 

Morrison, Robert (1873-1946), miner, 
24, 1 

Morton, Thomas, turner and millwright, 
21, 13 

motte, Tarbolton, 1, 4 
Muir, Elizabeth, Kilmarnock prostitute, 

20, 15 
Muir, G. & J., Kyle Foundry, Ayr, 25, 7 
Muir, William, weaver, rioter at Deans 

Mill, 17, 19 
Muirkirk (RCAHMS Broadsheet), 

(review), 12, 22 
Muirkirk Iron Company, 12, 4 
Muirkirk toll, 12, 3 
Mulholland, Elizabeth, Kilmarnock 

prostitute, 20, 15 
Murdoch, Alexander, procurator fiscal, 

9, 4, 17, 19 
Murdoch, Hugh, sheriff officer, 21, 7 
Murdoch, James, tacksman of Muirkirk 

toll, 12, 6 
Murdoch, John, millwright, 25, 19 
Murdoch, William, biography by John 

Griffiths, 3, 12 
Murdoch, William, use of coal gas for 

lighting, 25, 18 
Murray, Andrew, mason, contractor for 

Colmonell bridge, 21, 15 
Murray, David, 2, 8 
Murray, Lieutenant, 27, 16 
National Monuments Record of 

Scotland, online database and map, 
25, 21 

Neill, James, weaver, rioter at Deans 
Mill, 17, 19 

Nether Berbeth, 27, 13 
Nether Catrine, Prof. Dugald Stewart, 

12, 15 
Nether Mill, Ayr, 18, 7 

Nether Newton, Newmilns, 28, 4 
New Lanark, 1, 13 
Newall, Adam Crawford of Polquhairn, 

12, 4 
Newlands, 9, 2 
Newmilns and Greenholm: The Video, 

(review), 10, 23 
Newmilns: Fact, Fiction, and Folklore, 

audio cassette (review), 10, 23 
Newmilns, provost George Girvan, 1, 5, 

rival gasworks, 16, 24 
Newton Free Church, 28, 6 
Newton on Ayr, holidays in 1930s, 12, 

23 
Nichol McKay, replacement fingerposts, 

18, 19 
Nicholas, Abbé Francois, 17, 14 
Nisbet, Mr of Sornhill, JP, 17, 13 
Nisbet, Thomas, smith, 10, 11 
North British Agriculturist, 26, 14 
O’Hagan, Andrew, author, 27, 25 
Oath of Allegiance, 27, 17 
observatory, Brisbane Glen, 1, 16, 

Morton Place, Kilmarnock, 21, 13 
Ocean (brig), Ralston & Smith, 25, 5 
Ochiltree née Gray, Isabella, Finlayson 

Arms, 23, 7 
Ogilvie, David Engineering Ltd, 

replacement fingerposts, 16, 19 
Old Catrine and Sorn, by Rhona Wilson 

(review), 13, 30 
Old Girvan: A Pictorial History (video), 

(review), 11, 18 
Old Muirkirk and Glenbuck, by David 

Pettigrew (review), 11, 22 
Oliphant, Alexander & Co., 1, 3 
Open Brethren, 24, 4 
Oswald, George (1739-1763), son of 

Richard Oswald of Auchincruive, 22, 
6 
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Oswald, George of Auchincruive (1735-
1819), 22, 6 

Oswald, Mr of Auchencruive, cock-
fighting, 10, 11 

Oswald, Richard Alexander of 
Auchincruive (1771-1841), 22, 5, 26, 
13, anti-suffragist meeting, 15, 8 

Oswald, Richard of Auchincruive 
(1705?-1784), 22, 4 

Over Mill of Ayr, 18, 7 
Owners and Occupiers, by Roy 

Campbell (review), 2, 14 
Paisley, George, colliery manager, 24, 7 
Paisley shawls, 30, 4 
Parish Church of Stewarton 1696-1966, 

compiled by Archibald Chambers 
(review), 11, 19 

Parker, Fanny, suffragette, 7, 2, 
attempted arson at Burns Cottage, 
15, 6 

Parker, John, mason, 27, 4 
Parker, Sarah, poet, 26, 16 
Parkinson, John (1876-1918), 30, 1 
Paterson, Alexander, farmer, 9, 2 
Paterson, James, editor Ayr Observer, 

26, 31, Kilmarnock Chronicle, 26, 9 
Paterson, James, sawyer, 16, 11 
Paterson, William, accused of poisoning 

his wife, 17, 12 
Patna, Secession Church, 13, 3 
Paton, Robert, servant of James Boswell, 

1, 6 
Patrick, James, sawyer, 21, 6 
Paul, Hamilton, Ayr poet, journalist, 

minister, 16, 4, bought half interest 
in Ayr Advertiser, 26, 8 

Paul, John, manager Bargany collieries, 
26, 9 

Peden, Alexander, covenanter, 27, 16 
Peden’s cave, 27, 19 
Peebles, John, Irvine provost 1570, 20, 4 

Pigot’s Directory, 14, 18 
pipe making, J and W Davies in 

Kilmarnock, 13, 24 
Place Names of Arran, The, by Ian A 

Fraser (review), 19, 21 
Plann, Crosshouse, 24, 4 
Plewland, Dundonald, 1, 3 
poaching, 21, 4 
Poe, Edgar Allan, Ayrshire connections, 

4, 21 
poisoning, 17, 12 
Pollock, Hugh Alexander, married Enid 

Blyton, 21, 20, died Malta 1971, 22, 
18 

Pollock, William Alfred, 21, 20 
Pollock, William Cecil Alexander, 22, 

17 
Pollock, William Smillie, 21, 20 
Polquhairn, 12, 4 
Portpatrick Donaghadee ferry, Burrell’s 

Tour 1758, 18, 22 
potato flour, 17, 18 
pottery, Cumnock, 6, 15, Drongan, 7, 4 
Poundland, 3, 8 
Premier Tanneries, Glengarnock, 25, 9 
press-gang, 20, 9 
Prestwick, History of, by John Strawhorn 

(review), 8, 18 
Prestwick in the Forties, by Ian Welsh 

(review), 3, 15 
Pringle, Marion, Newmilns adulteress, 

17, 12 
procurator fiscal, Alexander Murdoch, 9, 

4 
prostitutes, 20, 15 
pyroligneous acid, produced at 

Kilkerran, 19, 4 
quarter sessions, 5, 2 
quoiting, 1, 6 
Ragged and Industrial School, 26, 18 
railways, Alloway station, 1, 14 
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Ralston and Smith, shipbuilders, Newton 
on Ayr, 25, 5 

Ralston, Robert, Ralston & Smith, 25, 5 
Ralston, William, weaver, 24, 9 
Ramsay, James, Maybole, boot 

manufacturer, 25, 8 
Ramsay, John, poet, 26, 17 
Ramsay, John, schoolmaster, 12, 14 
Ramsay, Mary, wife of Richard Oswald, 

22, 6 
Ranken, Rev Henry, Irvine Burns Club, 

20, 5 
Ras Al Khaimah, 20, 22 
Receiver General, Keith Stewart, 12, 3 
Rechabites, Independent Order of, 24, 11 
Redstone Farm, 24, 8 
Reform Act plans of 1832, 5, 18 
Reid, Adam (1825-1857), his life, 29, 4 
Reid, David, mason and constable, 21, 4 
Reid, David, plasterer, 21, 7 
Relief Church, Cumnock, 21, 6 
Restoration Day, 27, 17 
Rev Robert Stirling, by Robert Spier 

(review), 20, 20 
Riddell, Davie, 28, 4 
riots, Cumnock 1833, 21, 4, Deans Mill 

1831, 17, 16 
Ritchie, Mr of Busby, 16, 4 
roads trustees, 3, 8, 5, 2 
Robb, Jim, 26, 25 
Robertland House, arson by suffragettes, 

15, 9 
Robertson, John, nailer, 21, 7 
Rodger, Margaret, music teacher, 14, 8 
Roman Catholicism, 17, 14 
rope walks, Irvine 1758, 18, 23 
Rose Fenwick, 9, 3 
Rose, the Ayrshire, 1, 9 
Roseburn, farm of Marquess of Bute, 21, 

5 
Rosemount, 9, 2 

Rowanston, Kirkmichael parish, 16, 7 
Royal Label Factory, fingerposts 

manufacturer, 18, 16 
Rumford Gold Medal, awarded to 

William Murdoch, 25, 19 
Rutherford, James, architect and builder, 

15, 13 
Rutherford, John, architect and builder, 

15, 13 
Sackville, Lady Idena, wife of D. E. 

Wallace of Kildonan, 25, 15 
sailcloth factory, Irvine 1758, 18, 23 
St Margaret’s Church (RC), 17, 15 
St Paul’s Church (RC), Belmont, 17, 16 
St Quivox Church (RC), 17, 16 
St Winning’s Well, 24, 16 
Saltcoats, press-gang, 14, 4 
Sauchrie, 12, 4, 26, 20 
sawmills, River Girvan, 16, 7 
Sawney Bean, the cannibal myth, 22, 18, 

23, 15 
SCAN, Scottish Archives Network, 21, 

30 
Scone Annie, ‘character’, 18, 10 
Scotland in the Nineteenth Century, by J. 

A. Haythornthwaite (review), 8, 20 
Scotland of Robert Burns, The, by John 

Strawhorn (review), 10, 19 
Scotland’s Churches Scheme, 20, 19, 28, 

18 
Scott, Henrietta, 11, 15 
Scottish Archives Network, SCAN, 21, 

30 
Scottish Stamping & Engineering Co, 

Hawkhill Works chimney, 17, 12 
sea-bathing, Ardrossan 1842, 19, 20 
Seafield Children’s Hospital, by Ronald 

B. Lewis (review), 2, 14 
seaweed, alginate extraction, 14, 16, kelp 

production, 14, 14 
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Secession Church, Patna, 13, 3, 
Saltcoats, 13, 3 

Segton cricket team, 24, 8 
Servants in Ayrshire 1750-1914, by Jean 

Aitchison (review), 22, 24 
Shankland, Lieutenant Robert, Victoria 

Cross, 23, 23 
Shawwood, 1, 3 
Shearwater, HMSV, paddle vessel, 16, 

15 
sheriff depute, Edward McCormick, 5, 5 
sheriff substitute, William Eaton, 9, 3, 

William Logan, 5, 3 
shipwrecks, Irvine, 20, 5 
shipyard, Porter’s, Saltcoats, 14, 4 
Sillar, David, gravestone, friend of 

Burns, 20, 6 
Skerrington Mains, 2, 8 
Slatehole Bridge, Water of Lugar, 28, 16 
slaughterhouse, Mill Street, Ayr, 18, 9 
Sloan, William, Finlayson Arms, 23, 7 
Smith née Chalmers, Jean, wife of Capt 

John Smith, 25, 5 
Smith, Alexander, poet, 16, 18 
Smith, Captain John, Ralston & Smith, 

25, 4 
Smith, David, carter, 21, 6 
Smith, David B., Illustrated History of 

Curling, 1, 6 
Smith, Ebenezer, poet, 24, 23, 26, 17 
Smith, George, shoemaker, 12, 14 
Smith, J. & R., 28, 4 
Smith, James, weaver, rioter at Deans 

Mill, 17, 19 
Smith, Peter, lace pattern designer, 16, 

18 
Smith, Robert, Ralston & Smith, 25, 5 
Smith, Robert Howie, 26, 14 
Smith, Stanley Ian Hughes, 26, 24 
Smith, Thomas, rioter at Deans Mill, 17, 

19 

Smith’s Close, Ayr, 22, 25, engraving, 
21, 1 

Smith’s Institution, 23, 24, est. with Capt 
John Smith’s bequest, 25, 6 

smugglers, 1, 3 
Smuggling and the Ayrshire Economic 

Boom, by L. M. Cullen (review), 8, 
18 

Soho Engineering Works, Boulton and 
Watt, 25, 19 

soiled dove, 20, 15 
solan geese (gannets), Ailsa Craig 1758, 

18, 22 
Sorn castle, 10, 4 
Southhook, Knockentiber, 24, 4 
sport, history of, football, 1, 5, golf, 1, 6, 

lawn tennis, 1, 5 
stallion leader, 28, 4 
Steedman, James, inventor of screw 

propeller, 20, 7 
Steele, Rev William, Dalgain, 10, 7 
Stephen & Pollock, booksellers in Ayr, 

21, 20 
Stephen, William, 21, 20 
Steps Through Stair, by Derek Barber 

(review), 19, 11 
Sterne, Laurence, befriended the dying 

George Oswald, 22, 6 
Stevens, Dr John of Dalgain, 10, 7 
Stevenson, Robert Louis, A Winter’s 

Walk in Carrick etc, 24, 20 
Stewart, Adam, 26, 25 
Stewart, Dr, Kilmarnock, 17, 13 
Stewart, Ephraim, wright, 12, 14 
Stewart, Keith of Glasserton, 12, 3 
Stewart, Walter, Burnside Chemical 

Works, 17, 5 
Stinchar Bridge, Colmonell, 21, 15 
Stirling Engine, 20, 20, 21, 12 
Stirling, Rev Robert, inventor of Stirling 

Engine, 20, 20, 21, 12 
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Stoney, Barbara, biographer of Enid 
Blyton, 21, 20 

Strachan, John, owned Finlayson Arms, 
23, 6 

Straiton Monumental Inscriptions, by G 
& D Killicoat (review), 18, 29 

Strang of Kaimshill, James, 12, 6 
Stranraer, Burrell’s Tour 1758, 18, 21 
Strawhorn, John, obituary, 13, 12 
Street Names of Ayr, The, by Rob Close 

(review), 21, 24 
suffragettes, 15, 6, attempted arson at 

Burns Cottage, 7, 2 
Summerlee Industrial Museum, 1, 13 
Sundrum smithy, 23, 5 
Sutherland, William, Irvine hangman, 

20, 6 
Symington, poor relief, 1, 12, toll, 9, 2 
tannery, Mill Street, Ayr, 18, 9 
tar, use on roads, 17, 6 
tar distilling, W. G. Walker, 17, 5 
Tarbolton Free Church, 29, 6 
Tarbolton, motte, 1, 4 
Tarrioch Ironworks, Townhead of 

Greenock, 25, 23 
Taylor, George & Co, 25, 8, Annbank 

colliery 1863, 19, 13 
Taylor, J. & A. Engineers, 25, 1, 

Townhead Works, Ayr, 25, 7 
Templeton & Sons, Ayr, mill, 25, 8 
Templeton’s Woollen Mill, Ayr, 18, 7 
tennis, 1, 5 
Thom, James, indweller, 12, 13 
Thomas, Sarah, 29, 31 
Thomson née Ochiltree, Jean, Finlayson 

Arms, 23, 7 
Thomson, Father William, 17, 15 
Thomson, Ian, Finlayson Arms, 23, 7 
Thomson, John, carter, 21, 7 
Thomson’s aerated water factory 

Newmilns, 25, 15 

Threave, Kirkmichael parish, 16, 7 
tide-waiter, 1, 3 
Todd’s stocking-making workshop 

Newmilns, 25, 15 
tolbooth, Ayr, 1, 3 
tollbars, Auchindrain, 15, 16 
Tolls and Tacksmen, by David McClure 

(review), 7, 10 
Townhead of Greenock, iron forge, 25, 

23 
Townhead Works, Ayr, J & A Taylor, 

Engineers, 25, 7 
truck system, Annbank colliery 1863, 19, 

14 
Turnbull and Co, Kilkerran pyroligneous 

acid works, 19, 5 
Turner, Andrew Mair, Turner’s Bridge, 

Ayr, 18, 10 
Turner, John, surgeon in Darvel, 17, 13 
Turner’s Ayr & Newton Breweries Ltd, 

23, 7 
turnpike roads, 3, 7, Ayr to Maybole, 15, 

13, Ayr to Muirkirk and beyond, 12, 
3 

turnpike trusts, 8, 19 
Underwood, James, miller, Deans Mill, 

17, 18 
Underwood, Walter, gardener at 

Eglinton, 1, 7 
Vale of Garnock Horse Breeding 

Society, 28, 5 
Vass, David, chemical manufacturer, 17, 

10 
viaduct, Ballochmyle, 1, 10 
Victoria Bridge, Ayr, 18, 8 
Victoria Cross, Robert Shankland, 23, 23 
Victoria Stamping Works, 17, 12 
Vincent, Colonel, anti-suffragist 

meeting, 15, 8 
Volunteers, Dalmellington 1805, 19, 18 
Wales, Andrew, labourer, 10, 11 
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Walker, Alexander, manager Irvine Gas 
Works, 17, 4 

Walker, Edwin I, photographer, 16, 12 
Walker, Hugh Smith, 17, 6 
Walker, John, 17, 6 
Walker, John, quarrier, 12, 13 
Walker, John Strathearn, 17, 11 
Walker, Richard, 26, 26 
Walker, W. G. & Co (Ayr) Ltd, 17, 4, 

use of tar on roads, 17, 7 
Walker, William Glassford, Burnside 

Chemical Works, 17, 5, manager 
Kilmarnock Gas Company, 17, 4 

Wallace, Capt. David Euan of Kildonan, 
25, 15 

Wallace, Hugh, 26, 33 
Wallace, John, 1, 5 
Wallace’s Stone, Blairston Mains, 25, 24 
war memorials, Friends of War 

Memorials, 19, 16 
Waters, Alexander, mason and builder, 

Sundrum, 25, 17 
Waters, Kenneth, 21, 22 
waulkmill, 16, 10 
weaver, handloom, 30, 4 
Webster, Capt. John, 12, 14 
Wee Brewery, Mill Street, Ayr, 18, 10 
Weir, Alexander & Co, 17, 5 
Weir, William, wealth from mining etc, 

25, 15 
West Independent Newspapers Ltd, 26, 

26 
Western Meeting Club, 26, 21 
Whighams of Ayr, 1, 3 

Whispers of Horse Island, by J and N 
Steele (review), 20, 21 

White, James, covenanter, 1, 5 
White, John, carter, 21, 7 
White, John, mason, 12, 14 
Whitefoord, Alan of Ballochmyle, 10, 7 
whorl-boxes, 21, 13 
Willet, Ivie, Dailly schoolmaster, 17, 26 
Williamson, Alexander, excise officer, 

15, 19 
Willox, John, 26, 14 
Wilson, Adam, sawmiller, 16, 14 
Wilson, Adam & Sons Ltd, 16, 14 
Wilson, John, joint founder Air 

Advertiser, 26, 5 
Wilson, John, obituary, 26, 9 
Wilson, Margaret, murdered, 9, 3 
Wilson, Peter, joint founder Air 

Advertiser, 26, 5 
Woodburn, John, 26, 25 
Woodside family, Beith auld kirk, 23, 19 
Worthington, John, hanged, 9, 3, 

highway robber, 17, 12 
Wright, John, mineral surveyor, 12, 6 
Wylie, William Howie, 26, 14 
Wyllie & Co, manure manufacturers, 25, 

8 
Wyllie, Daniel & Co, 17, 5 
Wyllie, Robert, watchman, 7, 2 
Young, William, baker, Kilwinning 

provost1900-3, 24, 11 
Zebra cloth, 30, 4 
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AANHS Publications 

Publications of the AANHS are available from Ronald W. Brash MA, Publications 
Distribution Manager, 10 Robsland Avenue, Ayr KA7 2RW.  Further information about the 
AANHS and its publications will be found on the society’s website: www.aanhs.org.uk 

 
Tattie Howkers: Irish Potato Workers in Ayrshire (Holmes) 192 pages £4.50 
The Early Transatlantic Trade of Ayr 1640-1730 (Barclay & Graham) 104 pages £4.50 
Vernacular Building in Ayrshire (Hume), 80 pages £4.50 
Historic Prestwick and its surroundings, 64 pages £2.50 
Ayrshire in the Age of Improvement (McClure) 192 pages £6.00 
Servants in Ayrshire 1750–1914 (Aitchison) 144 pages £5.00 
The Street Names of Ayr (Close) 128 pages £5.00 
Historic Alloway, Village and Countryside:  A Guide for Visitors £2.00 
The Last Miller: The Cornmills of Ayrshire (Wilson) £6.00 
The Rise and Fall of Mining Communities in Central Ayrshire (Wark) £3.00 
A Community Rent Asunder: The Newmilns Laceweavers Strike of 1897 (Mair) £3.50 
Historic Ayr: A Guide for Visitors £2.00 
Robert Reid Cunninghame of Seabank House (Graham) £3.60 
Cessnock: An Ayrshire Estate in the Age of Improvement (Mair) £4.50 
Antiquities of Ayrshire (Grose, ed. Strawhorn) (reprint) £4.20 
Mauchline Memories of Robert Burns (ed. Strawhorn) (reprint) £3.50 
John Smith of Dalry, Part 2: Archæology & Natural History (ed. Reid) £7.20 
John Smith of Dalry, Part 1: Geology (ed. Reid) £6.00 
The Port of Ayr 1727–1780 (Graham) £4.20 
Smuggling and the Ayrshire Economic Boom (Cullen) £4.00 
Tolls and Tacksmen (McClure) £3.60 
The Cumnock Pottery (Quail) £5.00 
Robert Adam in Ayrshire (Sanderson) £3.60 
The Barony of Alloway (Hendry) £3.60 
Plant Life in Ayrshire (Kirkwood/Foulds) £4.20 
A Scottish Renaissance Household (MacKenzie) £3.00 
Armstrong’s Maps of Ayrshire (1775: reprint, 6 sheets) £12.00 
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